THE ASHLEE BUTTONS: A PANDORA’S CHEST THAT BECAME A PARADOX

Since Fhe organization of the button hobby over férty years ago,
few things have caused such an uproar as the controversial Ashlee
buttons. In 1941, the fury hit the fan when one publication stated
that a "button racket was in full swing in the East". A card of
Ash}ee buttons was exhibited with the word "FAKE" in huge letters.
purlng thg summer of 1941, Mrs. Lillian Smith Albert, while gather-
ing mgterlal for her Second Journal, visited four large metal
stamping factories in Providence, R.I., and purchased a large
variety of the stampings as a record of the stampings which were
being assembled. Identical stampings were offered in New York
City, some of which are illustrated here. Because the hobby was
only a few years old and collectors were eager to collect their
favorite picture buttons, many questionable practices were going

on to supply these collectors with the buttons. In November, 1941
Mrs. 31bert visited various buttons dealers at the National Show '
and picked up some 30 of these buttons from the dealers' stocks.
These were used by Judge Chester Pendleton, who was to give a pro-

gram on "Earmarks of 0l1d Buttons". Among the many interesting ex-
hibits fhlch Judge Pendleton used for his talk were four cards
marked "Newly Made from 0ld Findings". These were the Ashlee buttons.

The NaFional Button Society was incensed to find that these buttons
were plng sold on the floor of their show as old buttons. Because
of this, a traveling exhibit was made of these buttons so that the
mgmpershlp could recognize them. For more than ten years this ex-
hibit was shown at all National shows and travelled throughout the
country to anyone who requested it. The 1942-1943 National Button
Society Yearbook acknowledged that it was easy to see how inexperi-
enced collectors would be fooled by these buttons since apparently
some of the dealers who had experience in handling genuinely old
buttons had been fooled by them. At the time of Judge Pendleton's
program, the 60 Ashlee buttons on display could be bought at their

**********************************************

HEADS: From the Xeroxed mounting of Ashlee heads on the left, it
is easy for me to see why these buttons fooled so many of the new
collectors. They are unique; they are appealing to the eye; some
have interesting shapes; and some are rare. The Chanticleer head
of Maude Adams at the top and the Chanticleer costume at the bot-
tom are so intriguing one could be inclined to buy them and examine
them later. There are two lovely children's buttons: Mary with
her Little Lamb and the little Dutch maiden are precious. The
children's heads are hard to find. The shaped buttons are counters.

The ladies heads are beautiful.

You must remember the Ashlee incident began in 1941 when National
was only three years old. The collectors were hungry for picture
buttons and many dealers supplied them with the buttons you will
see on the following pages. Unfortunately, they failed or refused
to tell anything about their age or construction. These buttons
had recently been assembled from the old findings with new shanks.
Many dealers misrepresented these buttons for old buttons. The
practice, unfortunately, went on for years.
















































