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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

LUCIUS E. CHITTENDEN, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

IMPROVED MATERIAL FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF BUTTONS HANDLES FOR KNlVES, AND FOR OTHER
‘ -PURPOSES, N

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 45,9%%, (ated Jununary 24, 18€5.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Lucius E. CHITTENDEN,
of the city of \V‘lshmv’con, in the District of
Columbia, have invented a new and original
manufacture and material for the manufacture
of buttons, handles for pocket, table, and other

. cutlery, inlaying for furniture, and all such

other articles of ornament or use as have here-
tofore been made, in whole or in part, from the
material called ‘' mother-of-pearl,’”’ or the ex-
ternal covering of marine reptiles and marine
molluscous ammals, of which the following is
a specification.

The nature of my 1nvent10n consists in the
use of the nacre, or the interior portion of the
shells of the various species of animals found
in the fresh-water streams, lakes, and ponds
of North and South America, which are popu-
larly known as “fresh-water clams or muscles,’’
and are described in scientific works as belong-
ing to the genus unio or the genus anodonia.
This nacre is deposited during the growth of
the animal in suceessive layers. Inmany spe-
cies the layers are uniform in color, in others
of different colors. In most of the species it
is either transparent or translucent, and is sus-
ceptible of a high polish. The removal of the
exterior or coarser portions of the shell leaves
the nacreous portion of it fif for ise. Theex-

terior refuse may be removed either before or -
during the process of manufacture. This ma-
terial may be made into a great variety of use-
ful or ornamental articles by any of the known
processes of turning or manufacturing ivory,
shells, horn, bone, metal, or wood. Among
these articles may be named buttons of all
kinds, handles, or parts thereof, of pocketand
other cutlery, or any description of tools, and
generally for the same purposes in the arts or
sciences for which the material called mother-
of‘pearl, tortoise or turtle shell, the shells of

‘marine animals, ivory, wood, or metals are

used.

‘What I claim as my invention, and desireto
secure by Letters Patent, is— -

The manufacture of the articlesabovenamed,
and the use, in whole or in part, for such man-
ufacture of the interior or naereous portion of
the shells of the fresh-water molluscous ani-
mals of the United Statesand North and South
America, substantially in the manner above
described, or in any other substantially the
same which will produce the intended result or
effect.

LUCIUS E. CHITTENDEN.

‘Witnesses:

J. M. Hoobp,
T. B. BUNTING.

Wow!!! This patent appears to be a major mistake. It grants Chittenden exclusive
rights for using a natural material, Mother of Pearl, for buttons and many other
tools/accessories and for decorative inlays, etc. For 17 years, anyone else would
have to obtain Chittenden's approval and probably pay him royalties.
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